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ABSTRACT

Documentary filmmaking is widely regarded as the earliest form of cinematic storytelling—
born from a desire to document reality. Over the decades, it has transformed from simple
factual recordings to powerful instruments of social change and cultural introspection. This
paper traces the evolution of documentary forms—expository, observational, participatory,
performative, and poetic—and analyzes how each mode reflects shifts in narrative purpose,
audience engagement, and ethical stance.

Using a quantitative research approach, this study maps the historical development of
documentary filmmaking alongside landmark works that significantly influenced public
discourse. Central to this investigation is a focused case study of An Inconvenient Truth—a
documentary that reshaped global conversations on climate change. The research evaluates
its factual rigor, narrative structure, visual strategies, and its broader socio-political,
ecological, and behavioral impacts.

The paper also offers brief reflections on the future trajectory of documentary media,
especially in an era defined by digital saturation and misinformation. This study aims to
provoke discussion on how documentary film can continue to serve as both a mirror and a
catalyst in shaping public consciousness.
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