3rd International Conference on Teaching and Education
October 24 _ 26, 2025

Oxford, United Kingdom

Teacher Students on Pedagogical Practice — A
Third-Party Perspective

Renata Orosoval, Michal Novocky?, Beata Galajda®, Sofia Szabé*

L234pgvol Jozef Safarik University in Kosice, Faculty of Arts, Department of Pedagogy, Slovakia

ABSTRACT

The aim of the study is to analyze the opinions of mentor teachers on the evaluation of
professional competencies and specific skills of teacher training students at Pavol Jozef Safarik
University in KoSice. A self-developed scaled questionnaire was used for data collection. The
research sample consisted of 105 mentor teachers cooperating with the Department of
Pedagogy at UPJS. The largest representation was among female respondents (n=89; 84.76 %),
respondents working in schools in PreSov and KoSice regions (n=76; 72.38 %), respondents
with teaching experience of 16 — 20 and 21 — 25 years (n=40; 38.10 %) and 26 — 30 and 31 or
more years (n=47; 44.76 %), and respondents with mentor teacher experience of 6 — 10 and 11
— 15 years (n=46; 43.81 %). A statistically significant difference was found in the evaluation
of students' diagnostic and didactic-methodical competence during teaching practice by
mentors in terms of location, and a statistically significant difference was also found in the
evaluation of students' diagnostic competence by mentors in terms of age. Within the diagnostic
competence, mentor teachers gave lower ratings to students' skills related to inclusive
education; within didactic-methodical competence, lower ratings were given to students' skills
related to working with curriculum; within evaluation competence, lower ratings were given
to students' skill to apply multiple student assessment standards; and within cultivation
competence, lower ratings were given to students' skills connected to performing professional
reflection. The study concludes by presenting possibilities for strengthening these skills
through academic preparation and teaching practice.
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