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ABSTRACT

Metadiscourse refers to the linguistic devices that writers use to organize their texts and
engage readers, guiding interpretation and interaction. This study offers a comprehensive
critical review of metadiscourse research in academic writing, focusing on the functional
categories proposed by Hyland (2005) and subsequent developments. Through an
extensive literature survey, the paper examines how metadiscourse markers contribute to
textual coherence, writer-reader interaction, and the construction of authorial stance
across disciplines and genres.

The review highlights key pedagogical implications for academic writing instruction,
emphasizing strategies for raising awareness of metadiscourse use to enhance clarity and
persuasiveness. By synthesizing existing findings, this study aims to provide a solid
theoretical foundation for educators and researchers interested in improving academic
literacy.
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